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La Mirada Kiwanis Club, 
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News of the Club and the Community it Serves 

 Alumni Report 

Dennis Starr, Past President  

(As you all know Dennis was in a horrific auto-
mobile accident a couple of years ago and mi-

raculously survived.  He has been through sev-

eral operations and a lot of physical therapy 

and is still in a lot of pain.)  A few months ago 
he had surgery on his back to try and relieve 

some of the pain. His wife, Cheryll, sent the 

following report back in November. 

 “Dennis' surgery went well.  He is still my 
"MIRACLE Man".   The Dr's had more of a 

challenge than they originally thought.  I can't 

believe Dennis went this long in pain.   There 

was a lot of scar tissue, inflammation, a 
pinched nerve, a fracture and the slipped 

disc.  They were able to replace the disc with a 

synthetic disc, however, they could only screw 
it down with two screws on the right side.  On 

the left, the bone was too soft, so they had to 

put a metal plate in to hold it in place.  The disc 
was removed and replaced through the stom-

ach, and screwed down through an incision in 

the back. 

The surgery took 5 1/2 hours, due to all the 
other things that were found.   The Dr's said he 

would be in a lot of pain for a few days, how-

ever, so far he is not complaining of  any se-
vere pain, he just says he is a little sore around 

the incision.   The physical therapist stood him 

up today for a few minutes.  Tomorrow they 
will try to walk him.   Please pray that he will 

be able to walk better and farther now with lit-

tle or no pain.......  He looked real good today, 

but was wondering when they were going to do 
the surgery.  He is on a lot of pain medicine so 

I'm sure he is a little off.   His full time nurse is 

with him at the hospital too, so I know he will 

be very well taken care of.”  

 Occasionally we have reports on past members.  Here are some details 
on three of them. 

 DENNIS KEIFFER left the Club to move back to Texas, ending up in 

the Fort Worth area. He still gets the Chronicles via e-mail.  Over the 

Christmas holidays he sent the following e-mail: 
 “Thanks for continuing to send me The Chronicles. I enjoy reading 

about all of the things my fellow Kiwanians in La Mirada are doing for the 

common good in your community. 
 I am still active with the Northeast Tarrant County Kiwanis Club, as a 

board member, and being just an all-around jovial kind of fellow as we con-

tinue to strive to make a difference in the lives of children here in Fort 
Worth.  

 My prayer is for our clubs, as well as the Kiwanis organization, to con-

tinue our quest for selfless and unconditional love and service to our fellow 

man. Dennis Keifer 
 ps: Pass onto Lou that my wife and I are actively involved in the Meals 

on Wheels program in Fort Worth, and deliver meals each week. We have 

developed a personal relationship with each of our clients, and it warms the 
heart to see their gratitude for such a small service that we are honored to 

offer.”  

 
 Greg Christy, Past President, reported in from the snug confines of his 

Oregon abode to tell of a trip to Portland to attend a concert.  The report 

was long and the abridged version goes somewhat like this: There had been 

snow in his area (Eugene) so they decided not to drive to Portland but to 
take the AMTRAK and stay over in a hotel there. The train was an hour late 

arriving from the LA area and as they approached Portland the weather 

turned worse and the train halted, reporting switching problems. The wait 
turned into a four hour delay which meant missing the concert.  Also while 

waiting he received an automated call from Amtrak saying the trip back the 

next day was cancelled because of the weather. 

 The trip turned into an extended stay at the hotel and the way home was 
finally furnished by a tag team of brave souls who drove them first to Salem 

then on back to Eugene. 

 Greg reports he still loves Oregon (but we wonder if Oregon loves him.)  
Maybe the next time he comes to La Mirada he can visit us and give the 

unabridged version 
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January 14 Dollars and Nonsense 

 The morning started with RUFFO ESPINOSA leading us in the Pledge.  
Dr, MIKEWINTER and PAT RUIZ led us in “America, the Beautiful.”  LOU 

PILTZ gave the Invocation followed by GERALD PEEBER leading us in the 

Peebler Discipline.  When the bucks needed to be corralled, Dr. MIKE WIN-

TER was given the extraction chore.  He started by giving for the new mem-
bers, and for last years winners who donated their winnings back to the first 

race to break even.  He added to tell that he was leaving tomorrow for India.  

He will be travelling as a part of a team that helps individuals enjoy some of 
the basic medical attention. He will bring back a “teeth” necklace made of all 

the teeth he pulls. 

    RICH TRUJILLO gave for joining DEBBIE SCHEIBEL at the Athletic 
Council meeting.  PETER CHOW gave for the Club and for an upcoming an-

nual audit being held at his office on Thursday.  TONY ARMAS gave for Art 

Leslie rejoining the Club and for the “busyiness” created by the coming of 

Spring athletics.  He added for the great Club.  STEVE FORSTER gave for 
being late and for Dr. Mike bringing back souvenirs.  

 Dr. JERRY ROODZANT gave for missing a couple of weeks. He added for 

Art coming back and bringing Tom Thornton with him and for all the energy 
in the room. JOHN TOVAR gave for an initiative that is said to be circulating 

that will fire all the legislators when the budget is late.        

 GENE GLEASON gave for the parking lot committee lasting too long 
which was now costing him a late dollar.  RUFFO ESPINOSA gave for a dis-

aster at his rental house caused by vandals who broke windows and flooded the 

interior.  He was appreciative for having good insurance.  PAT RUIZ gave for 

ALAN MORRISON visiting La Mirada High School. JIM MCGIRR gave for 
the great Club.   

 MARK ROYSTON, who has a penchant for non-terseness, (Long winded 

might be a better expression), told of the time many years ago that President 
RAY HAUGH, representing the Club at the annual Memorial Day ceremonies, 

had to purloin a wreath from an adjacent grave when ours came up missing.  

The following Wednesday, a Deputy Sheriff showed up (The Under Sheriff 

just happened to be a Club Member) and handcuffed Ray for the unpardonable 
sin of stealing the wreath.   Why tell the story at this particular moment.  The 

Deputy Sheriff who put the cuffs on Ray now wants to join the Club and is our 

visitor Roy Thornton.  He acknowledged this deed by standing when called on. 
 Key Clubber Christina Tao gave to thank the members for giving her and 

Patricia Yoo the 50-50 tickets.  Fellow Key Clubber Patricia Yoo gave for al-

ways eating too much when she comes to breakfast. AMY SCHEIBEL gave a 
Happy Dollar but the riotous Club drowned out the reason. Art Leslie gave for 

being back and getting no respect and Tom Thornton gave “for the memories.”  

RON KNIGHT gave for being back at the gym, for a trip to the dunes (notice 

that is small caps on the “dunes.”) and memories of joining the Club as Art 
Leslie was President at the time. GERALD PEEBLER gave for the new mem-

bers and for a trip to Long Beach.  REED TAYLOR gave for friend Art rejoin-

ing us and for playing with the fire truck.  LOU PILTZ gave for the state send-
ing out IOU’s.  The medium they will use is Scott tissue. 

 ANDREW LOMBARDO gave for missing a few weeks.  He added one for 

the settlement check being received from his failed development in Ohio.  His 
brother’s new restaurant in Fullerton will be open in 4-6 weeks.  It will be 

called Church, but has no religious affiliation.  TED CEAUSU gave for the 

new members and for all that’s going on.  PAT RUIZ had a plumbing problem 

at her house and a well known local plumber was there inside of a half-hour.  
DEBBIE SCHEIBEL gave for all the new members. 

  

 

Who Am I? 
 About 30 years ago I sold life and 

health insurance for New York Life and 

Blue Cross. 
 I worked for La Mirada Gemco  

(Located where Home Depot is now.) 

 I lived in Crestline for one year in my 

teens. 
Who am I? 

(Don’t forget the Evening Members.) 

Spaghetti Dinner 

To Benefit 

Meals On Wheels 
 The Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled for 
Friday, January 30 in the Multi-Purpose 

Room of La Mirada High.  LOU PILTZ is 

the Chair and will be needing everyone’s 
help to continue making this a highly suc-

cessful event. 

 Don’t forget the sale of 50/50 tickets. 

Who Am I? 

Last Week’s 
 As a youth, I enjoyed entering tractor 

driving contests. If I did not win, my 
brother would be the winner. 

 On several occasions I picked over 100 

bushels of apples in one day.  My record 

of 108 was the record at that time for that 
particular orchard.  The need for income 

was the motivation. 

 I enjoyed participating in the high 
school and college band as a trumpet 

player.  

Who Am I? 
Dr. Ed Norman 

Kiwanis Baseball Tournament 
  

 Dr. JERRY ROODZANT reported a 

conversation with Pete Dames that per-

haps will give us a new challenge.  It was 

suggested that next year Kiwanis organize 
a baseball tournament in the spring that 

will bring in a number of teams.   

 It would be played over a four day pe-
riod.  This would be under the Kiwanis 

banner ‘ala’ the old 605 football games.  

 He suggested we give it some thought 

for a later decision 
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Name       Home Telephone Business Phone    E-Mail/Fax       Occupation     
Tony Armas (Carmen)  (714) 523 9693  562 483 6786   tocaarmas@hotmail.com   Retired 

Sherry Brakebill    (562) 947 2357  (562) 945 3944  sherry@arcriohondo.org   Financial Officer 

Steve Camarillo (Maria)  (562) 631 8085        stevecamarillo@hotmail.com Loan Officer 
Ted Ceausu     (562) 322 5331  (562) 943 1718  ted@olivelawn.com    Real Estate 

Peter Chow (Sylvia)   (714) 680 9631  (562) 407 1287   vigpete@aol.com     Financial Services 

Harlan Comee     (714) 222 9968  (714) 693 6887  cargoman@aol.com    Real Estate –PastLt. Governor  

Bill Dawson (Gail)   (562) 425 7633  (562) 923 9304  charlesgochevy@cs.com   Private School Administrator 

Ruffo Espinosa (Gabriela) (562) 947 1615        ruffo886@gmail.com  Ret. Judge of the Superior Court 

Steve Forster (Susan)   (562) 498 9257  (562) 902 2371  sforster@cityoflamirada.org  City Environmental Head 

Gene Gleason (Peggy)  (562) 947 9020  (562) 943 5566  gene@lamiradalaw.com   Attorney  

Brian Ilten (Susan)   (562) 943 7962  (714) 522 8680  Brian.Ilten@pip.com    PIP Printing 

Don King (June)   (909) 355 5324  (562) 944 8219 dking@suburbanwatersystems.com  Manager Suburban Water Co. 

Ron Knight (Dana)   (714) 521 1910  (562) 696 8004  562 947 3885      Plumber 

Andrew Lombardo (Martha) (310) 560 6917  (310) 560 6917 andrew@rightdimensions.com       Real estate Development 
Jim McGirr (Cindy)   (714) 839 9357  (714) 940 6300  jmcgirr@willdan.com   Civil Engineer 

Jack Miranda (Leni)   (714) 739 0561  (714) 232 0103 pastorjackmiranda@comcast.net Pastor, Living Faith Church 

Alan Morrison (Karen)  (562) 941 3866  562 497 7004   a4morrison@yahoo.com   AAA Contract Supv. 

Alan Nakamura (Sharon) (714) 693 4970  (714) 257 4473 anakamura@pclient.ml.com   Stock Broker 

Lorraine Neal     (562) 868 5813  Cell 562 483 3551 raynpage@cs.com    Teacher/ School Board 

Dr. Ed Norman (Betty)  (714) 695 9739  (562) 903 4715  ed.norman@biola.edu   Biola University Dean  

Gerald Peebler (Harriette) (562) 943 4057  (562) 943 1718  562 943 7664      Cemetarian 

Lou Piltz (Sylvia)    (714)  521 0996        layben@comcast.net    Retired  

Tracy Phelps (Ann)   (562) 944 1004  (562) 500 4024 tphelps@phelpsmotorsports.com Sport Motors 

Rich Powers (Debra)   (714) 521 0393  (213) 598 0393 richpowers@sbcglobal.net   Sales/Operations manager 

Pat Rojas (Sally)    (562) 943 5577  (562) 906 7777  gospel1@aol.com    Real estate 

Richard Rivera (Monika) (562) 229 0470        faithevangmin@aol.com   Finance 
Dr. Gerald Roodzant (Janice) (714) 255 9055  (562) 943 2995  drrood@surfside.net    Dentist 

Mark Royston (Doris)  (714) 523 5612  (714) 739 2167  mark@roystongroup.com  Air Head 

Pat Ruiz      (562) 941 5779        pat.ruiz@verizon.net    Retired Educator 

Debbie/Amy Scheibel  (562) 947 8150  (714) 670 0186  extrahands@earthlink.net  Advertising 

Chris Staples (Cindy)        (562) 903 3992  chris@ancsite.com    Network Consulting  

David Taylor (Dana)   (714) 521 6762                 Biola Student 

Reed Taylor (Betty)   (714) 522 2933  (562) 802 1338  betty.taylor33@verizon.net   Warehouseman 

John Tovar (Laura)   (909) 599 3329  (562) 944 0033   tovar_john@nlmusd.k12.ca.us  High School principal 

Richard Trujillo (Terry)   (562) 505 2525  (714) 522 0081 richard_farmersinsurance@hotmail.com  Insurance 

John Williams (Laura)  (562) 947 1026  (323) 227 1411  jdw@earthlink.net    Construction 

Dr. Mike Winter (Sheri)  (909) 860 1796  (562) 944 4118  dentistmike3@verizon.net  Dentist 

Senior Members 
Perry Turigliatto (Fran)  (760) 324 7298       PFTrig1@Yahoo.com   Retired  

Honorary Members 
Amy Grace Bautista               amygracebautista@yahoo.com        

Pete Esqueda     (818) 443 9249                 Holiday Inn Ambassador   

Steve Jones (Janis)   (562) 943 5538 (562) 868 0431  smjljones@comcast.net  Ex-Key Club Advisor, High  School  

                          Teacher, Councilman City of La Mirada 

Key Club President 
Stephanie Chan  

Key Club Advisor 
Rick Casida, La Mirada High School              

Lt. Governor   Shirley  McCracken        mccracken8138@roadrunner.com          

Division 30 Web Site              www.kiwanis30.org         

Roster of Regular Members 

 

 

50/50 Winner was won by guest Stephanie and do-

nated to the Scholarship Fund 

Visitors: Former Member Art Leslie, Tom Thorn-

ton, Patricia Yoo, Christina Tao from the Key Club.  

 Birthdays: Jan. 29-PAT RUIZ 

Anniversary: Jan. 31-REED TAYLOR,  

Calendar-Regular Meetings 
Every Wednesday Morning- 7:15 AM Gateway Holiday Inn 

Monthly Evening Meeting-First Thursday-El Camino High 

School Teacher’s Lounge 7:00 PM  

Board Meeting 

Third Monday Evening of month  - 5:30 PM  Gateway Holi-

day Inn (All Members Welcome) 
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The La Mirada Kiwanis Club is the home club of the following Past Lt.-

Governors : Dr. ED NORMAN, & CARY MAYER and HARLAN COMEE 

and at one time was the home club of: HAL BENVENISTE, Past Lt. Gover-

nor, Div. 30, IRWIN KAISER, Past Lt. Gov., Div. 30  FRANK MCCOY, 
Past Lt. Gov. Div. 30. and GEORGE HARRISON, Past Lt. Gov. Div. 30. 

Programs 

Dr. JERRY 

ROODZANT 

     Publicity 
  LOU PILTZ 

 Ways & Means 

REED TAYLOR 

 Youth Services 

 RICH TRUJILLO 

   Sunshine 

MARK ROYSTON 

  Scholarship 

LOU PILTZ 

Spiritual Aims 

Dr. MIKE WINTER 
Sponsored Youth 

JOHN TOVAR 

Fire Truck Chief 

STEVE FORSTER 

Archives Chairman  

REED TAYLOR 

     

Directors 
ANDREW LOMBARDO  

ALAN MORRISON  

RICH POWERS 

Dr. JERRY ROODZANT 

MARK ROYSTON  
PAT RUIZ 

DAVE TAYLOR 

REED TAYLOR 

Committee Chairs 
Kiwanis Education & 

Bulletin 

MARK ROYSTON 

Greater Years 

House & Reception.   

SHERRY BRAKEBILL 

Interclub's 

TONY ARMAS 

Major Emphasis 

PETER CHOW 

Membership 
ALAN MORRISON 

 

2008-2009 Officers, Board 

President   

 DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 

President Elect 

RUFFO ESPINOSA 

Treasurer 

SHERRY BRAKEBILL 

Secretary 

Dr. MIKE WINTER 

Immed. Past Pres. 

GERALD PEEBLER 

Lt.  Gov. Div. 30 

Shirley MCCRACKEN  

Lt. Gov. Elect 

GEORGE HALLACK 

Key Club President 

Stephanie Chan 

The Objects of Kiwanis International  
To give primacy to the human and spiritual, rather than to the material 
values of life 

To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relation-

ships. 
To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, 

and professional standards. 

To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and 

serviceable citizenship. 
To provide through Kiwanis Clubs, a practical means to form enduring 

friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities. 

To co-operate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and 
high idealism which makes possible the increase of righteousness, jus-

tice, patriotism, and goodwill. 
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