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The Fruits of his Labor 
Shopping Spree 

 The 26th Annual Shopping Spree for La Mirada chil-
dren took place on Tuesday, December 8.  ADRIENNE 
was the new Captain at the helm as we met at Sears  in 
the Whittwood Mall at 7:00 AM.  Kiwanians, Key Club-
bers, and friends were there to enjoy the delight of the 
children as they steered the litt le ones through the maze 
of available clothing.  When the shopping was done the 
kids were treated to a pancake breakfast at Ruby’s 
nearby.  By 9:00 AM the children were back on the bus 
and a lot of Santa’s helpers were better for the chance to 
be there. 
 Kiwanians at the event were SHERRY BRAKEBILL, 
GENE GLEASON, ART LESLIE, ADRIENNE 
MEDRANO, Pastor JACK MIRANDA, LA DONNA 
MUNIER, JORGE OROZCO, LOU & Sylvia PILTZ, 
RICH POWERS, VANESSA RAMIREZ, RICK RI-
CARTE, MARK ROYSTON, PAT RUIZ, AMY 
SCHEIBEL, DEBBIE SCHEIBEL, GINGER SHAT-
TUCK, KEN TAYLOR, KENNY TAYLOR, JOHN 
TOVAR, JESSE URQUIDI and LAURA WILLIAMS. 
 Friends who were there included Bob & Jeannette 
Jenkins, Foster Road Principal Jean Maddox, and Marsha 
Chotiner.  (The complete list of helpers along with the 
donors will be listed at a later date.)   
 Key Clubbers checked off were Patrick Hung, David 
Suh, Jimmy Nintanavongsa, Yong Jeong, Rethy Teng, 
Austin Park, Jennifer Shin, Steven Soto, Eric Nguyen, 
Grace Jeong, T iffany Woo, Stephanie Kim, Nick McCor-
mick, Jenna Powers, Samantha Caplan, Victoria Gavla, 
Mayia Martinez, Jasmine Sanchez, Melina Kao, Samaly 
Castro, Starla Macasil, Megan Baeza, Emily Baeza, Josue 
Castaneda, Patricia Yoo, Cynthia Vargas, Robert Whet-
sell, Veronica Diaz, Taylor Wright, Ivy Nguyen, Stepha-
nie De Anda, Melanie Chan, Esther Choibins, and 
Melanie Young.  

 Pastor JACK MIRANDA introduced our speaker of the morn-
ing, VANESSA RAMIREZ.   Jack said that she had a great story 
to tell as a follow up to last week’s speaker. 
 Vanessa is one of our newer members and is noted for her 
working, not only at events, but for the extra hard work behind 
the scenes.  
 Vanessa’s story was a simple one.  If it were not for OSCAR 
DIAZ, she wouldn’t be around to help us.  When she entered high 
school, it  was because of Oscar that she became who she is.  Posi-
t ive Alternative was the vehicle that made her realize the value of 
life and of helping others. 
 Now she volunteers with Kiwanis and through other groups as 
well.  She is very active in her daughters’ sports groups and help-
ing to collect 800 gifts for Foster Road kids.   
 She recalled how she came to join Kiwanis through the efforts 
of REED TAYLOR after GENE GLEASON had asked her to 
help at the Kiwanis Softball Tournament. 
 We at Kiwanis thank Oscar for all he has done for the young-
sters at La Mirada High and his continuing work at El Camino. 

Santa’s Helpers assemble to await the bus arrival 
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  REED TAYLOR led us in the Pledge to get the morning 
started as STEVE FORSTER stood in for President Dr. JERRY 
ROODZANT.  JOHN TOVAR displayed another of his many 
talents by leading us in “God Bless America.”  LOU PILTZ 
gave the Invocation.   
 When the bucks needed to be divided into Grins and Grim-
aces, John was again called on to relieve us of our principle.  
RUFFO ESPINOSA admitted to a no-par round at Diamond Bar 
as he scratched out a couple of double bogies.  Otherwise it  was 
one for the golf course.  He added one for the Shopping Spree 
and one for being late.  DEBBIE SCHEIBEL gave for the Shop-
ping Spree.  PAT RUIZ gave for being late (Her plea fell on deaf 
ears.) and one for the Shopping Spree.  JIM MCGIRR gave for 
the Ducks winning.  MARK ROYSTON gave for the Shopping 
Spree and for Adrienne’s precise handling of a potential problem 
where one group of kids failed to show.  With military like deci-
siveness, she made sure there were Key Clubbers available to 
help the late arriving shoppers.  General Patton would have been 
proud.   
 LOU PILTZ gave for the Shopping Spree but was sad his 
name was missing from the list of shoppers. TOM THORNTON 
gave for missing last week.  VANESSA RAMIREZ gave for 
“T is the Season.”  REED TAYLOR gave for CHRIS STAPLES 
coming to the rescue when the computer died at the warehouse.  
GERALD PEEBLER gave a Grimace buck for missing the 
Shopping Spree. (Probably the only one since it was started 
some 26 years ago.)  He added one for the persimmons being 
grabbed up before they left Table One. 
 RICH TRUJILLO gave for missing the Spree but added one 
for the participation of the members. He added another for the 
sorrowful tones emanating from the membership as John led us 
in our morning song and for a trip to the Laker game.  ADRI-
ENNE MEDRANO gave for the participation of the members in 
the Spree and for the experiences learned.  She showed up with a 
black eye and gave some implausible excuse for it.  LOU PILTZ 
interrupted to add what a beautiful song we sang this morning.  
(As they say, “Beauty is in the ear of the beholder”.) 
 PETER CHOW gave for missing a couple of meetings and 
for being late to this one.  He added for the Irish and USC.  He 
told of an antique box camera found with undeveloped film in it .  
It  was developed and the images were of the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor.  (The Scribe will send out the pictures passed on by Pe-
ter.)  SHERRY BRAKEBILL gave for the Shopping Spree and 
for the upcoming Duck Race.  (You can’t say our Club isn’t all 
its quacked up to be.)  She added one for the Red Cross Building 
where she works being out of heat and everyone freezing.  
(Maybe they need to open a shelter.)  Pastor JACK MIRANDA 
gave for one of our Kiwanians giving “the state of the infrastruc-
ture of the City” but not mentioning Kiwanis.  TONY ARMAS 
gave a grinning buck.  JOHN TOVAR gave for all the work that 
OSCAR DIAZ is doing at El Camino High School.  STEVE 
FORSTER gave for the fire truck being at the tree lighting cere-
mony and giving conveyance to the arriving City Dignitaries.  
He added one for his son’s 11th birthday and for the Shopping 
Spree.  

 

Announcements 
 The 21st MOW SPAGHETTI DINNER  is scheduled 
for January 29 at La Mirada High School. The charge for 
adults is $5.00 each and for children (6-12)-$3.00.  Under 
six Free.  Set-up is at 4:00 PM.  GERALD PEEBLER 
will be handling sales of Place Mat ads.  Dr. ED NOR-
MAN will handle bringing in the food.  JOHN TOVAR 
will take care of the Key Clubbers and Posit ive Alterna-
tive.  More later. 

 

 Board meeting on Monday, December 21st, 5:30, 
Holiday Inn Select. 

Shopping 
Spree-2009 
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The La Mirada Kiwanis Club is the home club of the following Past Lt.-Governors : Dr. ED NORMAN, CARY MAYER and HARLAN 
COMEE and at one time was the home club of: HAL BENVENISTE, IRWIN KAISER, FRANK MCCOY, and GEORGE HARRISON, all 
Past Lt. Gov ernors of. Div. 30.  It is the home club of Lt. Gov. Elect DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 

DR. JERRY ROODZANT 
Publicity 

LOU PILTZ 
 Ways & Means 

REED TAYLOR 
 Youth Services 

 RICH TRUJILLO 
   Sunshine 

RUFFO ESPINOSA 
  Scholarship 

LOU PILTZ 
Spiritual Aims 

Dr. MIKE WINTER 
Sponsored Youth 

JOHN TOVAR 
Fire Truck Chief 
REED TAYLOR 

Archives Chairman  
REED TAYLOR 

Directors  
TED CEAUSU 
PETER CHOW 
RUFFO ESPINOSA 
ART LESLIE 
RICH POWERS 
PAT RUIZ 
DAVE TAYLOR 
Committee Chairs 
Kiwanis Education & 
Bulletin 
MARK ROYSTON 
Greater Years 
House & Reception.   
SHERRY BRAKEBILL 
Interclub's 
TED CEAUSU 
Major Emphasis 
PETER CHOW 

)00&2)0�03���$�����4�����
President   

Dr. JERRY ROODZANT 
President Elect 

STEVE FORSTER 
Treasurer 

SHERRY BRAKEBILL 
Secretary 

AMY SCHEIBEL 
Immed. Past Pres. 

DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 
Lt. Gov. Div. 30 

GEORGE HALLAK 
Lt. Governor Elect 

DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 
Key Club President 

Patricia Yoo 

The Objects of Kiwanis  
International  

To give primacy to the human and spiritual, 
rather than to the material values of life 
To encourage the daily living of the Golden 
Rule in all human relationships. 
To promote the adoption and the application 
of higher social, business, and professional 
standards. 
To develop, by precept and example, a more 
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable cit i-
zenship. 
To provide through Kiwanis Clubs, a practi-
cal means to form enduring friendships, to 
render altruist ic service, and to build better 
communit ies. 
To co-operate in creating and maintaining 
that sound public opinion and high idealism 
which makes possible the increase of right-
eousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill. 
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Birthdays: December 2-Dr. RUTH PEREZ, December 10-
ADRIENNE MEDRANO, December 17-JOHN TOVAR, December 25
-JIM MCGIRR 

Visitors :  

50/50 Drawing was won by Pastor JACK  MKIRANDA and do-
nated to Oscar Diaz’ T-Shirt Fund 

 

Calendar-Regular Meetings 

Every Wednesday Morning  

7:15 AM Gateway Holiday Inn 

Monthly Evening Meeting-First Thursday 

Volunteer Center Suite 4 (11900 La Mirada Blvd.) 

7:00 PM  

Announcements 
December 17-Bingo at Mirada Hills 
January 14-Bingo at Imperial 
January 29– Meals-On-Wheel Dinner 
 

 

 

 

 

Legend: 

Board Meeting          

Today ’s Date 

Ev ening Meeting 


