
��

������	�
������
��������


������
��

�������������������
����

�����������������

���������	����
��������

�� ��
��	�!���� �

   Volume 9-10, Issue  12  December 23, 2009 

"�������
����
�������
�����##���
���
��������

Christmas 

Chanukah 
By  

Lou Piltz 
 Chanukah celebrates the rededication of the Temple 
of Jerusalem by Judas Maccabee in 165 BC.  Antiochus 
IV, King of Syria had defiled the Temple, and had begun 
the worship of a Pagan God, forbidding the practice of 
Judaism. The Maccabees, a small band of Jews, beat An-
tiocus IV and purged the Temple, and set up a new altar.  
 According to tradit ion, a one day supply of nondese-
crated olive oil could be found but it lasted for eight days. 
That is why we celebrate Chanukah for eight days. We 
light a candle each night and say a prayer.   

 December 25th is the date that Christ ians celebrate the birth  
of Jesus Christ, born of Mary In a stable in Bethlehem.  A se-
quence of events are combined to make the Christmas scene in-
cluding the shepherds from the hills and the three Magi from the 
East.  To the youngster, it  is a t ime of gift  receiving and for the 
older ones, a t ime of memories of Christmases past.  The Christ-
mas Tree is a symbol of the Christmas season as is the Manger 
Scene. 
 The Tree can be symbolic of many things from its decorations 
to a sign of Christ ’s death.  To the youngsters it  is the spot where 
Santa leaves the presents and it is the first place they seek on 
Christmas morning.  To the elders, the decorations are more im-
portant as many of them are repeats from the past  and reminders 
of those Christmases of good t imes and of those t imes not so 
good. In days of need, the decorated Tree was the assurance that 
Santa had been there and the Christ child was present.  To all it  is 
a   t ime for joy and remembering as well as hope for the future. 
 From the Kiwanis Club, may you all have the most joyous 
celebration and that 2010 will allow us to continue our service to 
the people in our Community. 

 

Hello   
Wonderful Club Members  

of La Mirada Kiwanis  
 I would just like to take this t ime to Thank You very 
much for making this Holiday season a bit brighter for my 
son, Sebastian, whose name was chosen by you.  He is 
thirteen and he may not show the excitement you brought 
him. He was so looking forward to this day.  It  was totally 
unexpected and could not have come at a better t ime.   
 I was laid off recently and well, like many people, 
things will be t ight financially for a while.  We are healthy 
and have each other and we will be fine.   
 From a very pleased parent, just wanted to let you 
know your mission was certainly accomplished.  May you 
have a  wonderful holiday season  
 From our family 

Lou has a hat that also 
tells the story. 

A three legged reindeer can 
brings back memories of 
Christmas past. 
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 To Steve Blunt: Feliz Navidad, Steve, from my family to yours! 
May your holiday wishes come true and happiness rain upon your 
household, Jesse Urquidi. To Laura Williams and her husband Ir-
ving, or is it John, or Sam or whatever, Have a Great Christmas and 
all the blessings for years to come. Lou Piltz Family, To Steve 
Forster: Merry Christmas to one who cares for trees, Christmas or 
otherwise, Rick Bee.  To Rich Trujillo: Richard derives from the 
Germanic elements "ric" (ruler, leader, king) and "hard" (strong, 
brave), therefore it means 'powerful leader'.  Merry Christmas to a 
fellow Richard ! Rich Powers. To Dr. Jerry, I hope your Christmas 
is sweeter than Candy Canes without any of the cavities, Adrienne 
Medrano. To La Donna Munier: May you have a wonderful holi-
day season and a New Year filled with health and contentment for 
you and the family, Steve Jones.  To Pastor Jack Miranda: Cele-
brate the magic of the season, To Adrienne Medrano: Thanks for 
all your help, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, Sherry 
Brakebill. To Pastor Jack Miranda, Celebrate the magic of the sea-
son,  Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, Reed Taylor. To Ted 
Ceausu: may the Christmas season fill your home with joy, your 
heart with love and your life with laughter, Jim McGirr.  Rich Pow-
ers-You have been a great addition to the club.  Thank you for your 
time and dedication to the ideals of Kiwanis. Merry Christmas! 
John Tovar. To Peter Chow: Peter, to you and your family, a very 
blessed Holiday season.  You can't spell Christmas without 
SC! Jerry Roodzant. To Ron Knight: “ Dear Ron, while I do not 
know you, I will say a prayer for God’s bountiful blessings over 
you and your family. Happy Holidays!” Ruth Perez. To Tom 
Thornton: Tom, sorry I have not been able to see you on Wed. but I 
hope that you and your family have a great holiday, Bill Dawson. 
To Tony Armas: Merry Christmas Tony!  I am sending you warm 
wishes and wishing you a Happy New Year!   Enjoy the Magic of 
the season and a wonderful holiday season!  It’s so nice being in 
the Kiwanis Club because of You! Laura Williams.  To Alan Mor-
rison: Alan, Agnes M. Pharo wrote, “What is Christmas? It is ten-
derness for the past, courage for the presence, hope for the future, It 
is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich 
and eternal, and that every path may lead to peace, This is my holi-
day greeting wish for you,” Tom Thornton. To Rick Bee: Rick , At 
this time of year, we share in the celebration of the greatest gift of 
all that God has given to man.  My Christmas wish is that we bring 
joy brightening others lives, helping others bear their burdens, and 
filling hearts  with generous gifts.  May this Christmas bring you 
and your family profound joy and good health, Art Leslie.  To Ken 
Taylor (Senior), Wish you a very bless Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, from a fellow Kiwanian, La Donna Munier. To Jim 
McGirr: Jim, Hope you get to spend some time on the ice.  Have a 
Ducky Christmas!  All the best, Amy. To Ed Norman, May the 
blessings of the Christ Child bring overflowing abundance to you 
and your family, Mark Royston. To Mike Winter: Mike, From one 
jolly piano player to another, may you and your family have a 
blessed Holiday Season and may we keep our teeth sharpened for 
good food, Ruffo Espinosa.  To Art Leslie: My wishes for a joyous 
Christmas season and a great New Year, Ted Ceausu, To REED 
TAYLOR, May all your Christmas wishes come true, Steve Blunt.  
To Alan Nakamura, Christmas greetings to one of the wise men 
from the East (Brea, that is), Gene Gleason. To Richard Rivera: I 
wish you the best Christmas ever and a happy New Year, Pat 
Rojas.  To Chris Staples: I wish a joyous Christmas to you and 
your family, Kenny Taylor.  To Perry Turigliatto: May you and 
your family enjoy the season of Christmas, Don King.  To Ruffo 
Espinosa:  may your Christmas festivities include your own Christ-
mas music at the piano, Mike Winter 

To Sherry, may you have a happy and blessed Christmas Season and New 
Year to come!! You are a terri fic Kiwanis buddy - and friend! Pat Ruiz. 
To Debbie Scheibel: Debbie, I hope that this will be a Merry Christmas 
for you and your family.  May this be another successful and enjoyable 
New Year as you so effectively serve the people and organizations within 
our community, Ed Norman. To Gerald Peebler: Gerald, Merry Christmas 
to the eldest statesman in our club. You are a true leader and your actions 
speak louder than words. Wishing you a "wet" 2010!  Debbie Scheibel.  
To Steve Jones: Mr. Steve Jones, Wishing you a Blessed Holiday Season 
with those you love. Thank you for all the amazing work you have done to 
better our community & to empower the youths of tomorrow. Sincerely, 
Vanessa Ramirez. To Kenny Taylor, Merry Christmas and congratulations 
on another semester closer to your degree!!!  Alan (the invisible one) Na-
kamura.  To Dave Taylor, Dave (Mr. Counselor): We know you're with 
family, but want you to know your Kiwanis family wishes you a Merry 
Christmas.  We hope to see you back in 2010!, Chris Staples. To Pat Ruiz: 
Pat – May you and your family have the merriest of Holiday Seasons. As 
the matriarch of our club, you have established a grand tradition for other 
to follow.  It is this tradition, passion, and dedication, that teaches us all a 
little bit more about the arts and culture. And above all else, your charac-
ter, exemplifies what Kiwanis is all about – the children., Steve Forster.  
To Dimitri Elbling, Merry Christmas, Dimitri, to you and yours! Tony 
Aiello. To Jesse Urquidi: Jesse I hope you, your wife and family have a 
very special first Christmas with your daughter! Wishing you all a won-
derful New Year, Lorraine Neal. Dear Mark & Doris, Season greetings to 
an old historian.  You keep us informed with your clever lines and re-
marks. “What’s the difference between Christmas and Hanukkah to a 
Chinaman? White Christmas and Hot Desert!! Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays, Peter & Sylvia. To Lorraine Neal: Dear Lorraine, May 
you and your family have a wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year.  May the good Lord  keep you and your family healthy, and well all 
year long. Best wishes, Tony Armas. To Brian Ilten, May your holiday 
season be brightened by smiles of peace and joy and warmed by feelings 
of good will. Dimitri Elbling, To Lou and Sylvia. Wishing you  a Happy 
meaningful Holiday Season and a healthy, prosperous New Year ! with 
God’s Blessings on all you do for our community.� Rich and Terry 
Trujillo. To John Tovar: Merry Christmas , John! I have been so proud to 
have worked with you over the years.  Your commitment, caring and 
dedication to the community is a gift in itself!.  I know your family’s mu-
sical  talents are a part of your holiday spirit.  Have a wonderful holiday 
season as you take a break from a very important job. To John Williams: 
May the Peace and Joy of the King of Kings be yours during this Christ-
mas season and forever, Dave Taylor To Skip Ricarte: My best wishes for 
a wonderful Christmas and a happy New year, Brian Ilten, To Tony 
Aiello: May you and your family have a wonderful Christmas, Ron 
Knight. To Bill Dawson: May the joy of  Christmas and the Christ Child 
be with you, Jack Miranda. To Gene Gleason: My best wishes for a great 
Christmas season and a happy New Year, Alan Morrison, To Amy 
Scheibel: Thanks for all you do for our Club.  May this Christmas season 
be  joyful, Jorge Orozco.  To Ruth Perez: May this Christmas season, your 
first in sunny California be  your best ever.  Looking forward to seeing 
you at the meetings, Gerald Peebler.  To Jorge Orozco: My best wishes 
for continued success at school. Have a joyous Christmas, Skip Ricarte.  
To Vanessa Ramirez: Your being a Kiwanian brings an energy to our 
group.  Have a wonderful Christmas, Richard Rivera.  To Ginger Shat-
tuck: The School District’s loss is our gain.  Have a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year, Ken Taylor.  To  Don King: May abundant water 
keep flowing from your pure springs and have a happy New Year and a 
joyous Christmas, John Williams.  To Pat Rojas:  From one in retirement 
in Palm Springs, have a joyous Christmas and a great New Year, Perry 
Turigliatto. 
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The La Mirada Kiwanis Club is the home club of the following Past Lt.-Governors : Dr. ED NORMAN, CARY MAYER and HARLAN 
COMEE and at one time was the home club of: HAL BENVENISTE, IRWIN KAISER, FRANK MCCOY, and GEORGE HARRISON, all 
Past Lt. Gov ernors of. Div. 30.  It is the home club of Lt. Gov. Elect DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 

DR. JERRY ROODZANT 
Publicity 

LOU PILTZ 
 Ways & Means 

REED TAYLOR 
 Youth Services 

 RICH TRUJILLO 
   Sunshine 

RUFFO ESPINOSA 
  Scholarship 

LOU PILTZ 
Spiritual Aims 

Dr. MIKE WINTER 
Sponsored Youth 

JOHN TOVAR 
Fire Truck Chief 
REED TAYLOR 

Archives Chairman  
REED TAYLOR 

Directors  
TED CEAUSU 
PETER CHOW 
RUFFO ESPINOSA 
ART LESLIE 
RICH POWERS 
PAT RUIZ 
DAVE TAYLOR 
Committee Chairs 
Kiwanis Education & 
Bulletin 
MARK ROYSTON 
Greater Years 
House & Reception.   
SHERRY BRAKEBILL 
Interclub's 
TED CEAUSU 
Major Emphasis 
PETER CHOW 

(00/2(0�03���$�����&�����
President   

Dr. JERRY ROODZANT 
President Elect 

STEVE FORSTER 
Treasurer 

SHERRY BRAKEBILL 
Secretary 

AMY SCHEIBEL 
Immed. Past Pres. 

DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 
Lt. Gov. Div. 30 

GEORGE HALLAK 
Lt. Governor Elect 

DEBBIE SCHEIBEL 
Key Club President 

Patricia Yoo 

The Objects of Kiwanis  
International  

To give primacy to the human and spiritual, 
rather than to the material values of life 
To encourage the daily living of the Golden 
Rule in all human relationships. 
To promote the adoption and the application 
of higher social, business, and professional 
standards. 
To develop, by precept and example, a more 
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable cit i-
zenship. 
To provide through Kiwanis Clubs, a practi-
cal means to form enduring friendships, to 
render altruist ic service, and to build better 
communit ies. 
To co-operate in creating and maintaining 
that sound public opinion and high idealism 
which makes possible the increase of right-
eousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill. 
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Birthdays: December 2-Dr. RUTH PEREZ, December 10-
ADRIENNE MEDRANO, December 17-JOHN TOVAR, December 25
-JIM MCGIRR 

Visitors : (Dec.16) TED BLANKE, La Habra Highlanders, 
STEPHAINE WALKER, RICHARD HARDY, Whitt ier Rio Hondo 

50/50 Drawing was won by REED TAYLOR and donated to the 
Fire Engine Fund 

 

Calendar-Regular Meetings 

Every Wednesday Morning  

7:15 AM Gateway Holiday Inn 

Monthly Evening Meeting-First Thursday 

Volunteer Center Suite 4 (11900 La Mirada Blvd.) 

7:00 PM  

Announcements 
January 14-Bingo at Imperial 
January 21-Bingo at Mirada Hills 
January 29– Meals-On-Wheel Dinner 
 

 

 

 

 

Legend: 

Board Meeting          

Today ’s Date 

Ev ening Meeting 

Notice: This Christmas Edition supplants some of last week’s in-
formation.  Will try and cover it next week. A few Kiwanians 
missed the greeting deadline and the Scribe made a Christmas 
wish for them. 


