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FROM ADVERSITY TO DETERMINATION TO TOTAL GIVING

Pastor Jack Miranda introduced the speaker ofiti@ing as
a person who has a remarkable knack for working teenagers,
especially those with special needs - OSCAR DI@&car gave
thanks to Kiwanis for their continual support oktprojects he
managed during his long tenure with the Norwalkaada
School District. - in particular, the Thanksgivibgsket project at
Foster Road School.

Oscar’s personal history is momentous. He iscavering
alcohol and drug addict of 35 years sobriety. T Hiethers and
his dad died of cirrhosis of the liver. Another ther was shot
and killed. In 1995 his own son overdosed on drulgs 1996
Oscar was traveling on the freeway when the dradfered a
grand mal seizure and a caused a spectacular acdtid# has
had painful and lasting implications for Oscar. lirkd fractures
of both legs and all hisribs, among other injuries

Following this tragedy, as he was lying in a Saris Hospi-
tal bed, the nurse asked him who Fernando was.arGsdd that
was his son who died on the exact same date in.19@&stion
was: “Do you believe in angels?” His son was ¢heith him!
This experience was Oscar’s spiritual awakening.

In 2002 he experienced a quadruple by-pass operaline
doctor suggested that he had no more lives let&rAd long pe-
riod of recovery, Oscar was ready and anxious taticoe his
fine work.

Following his retirement recently, he discoverkdithe must
find new projects to fulfill his need to serve tigenage youth of
the community - to provide them with worthwhile grdsto de-
velop their qualities of giving.

As a result of his association with and the enagement of
Living Faith Church’s Pastor Jack Miranda and Em@eo Prin-
cipal John Tovar, plans are in progress to worlvet-risk stu-
dents at the High School. As an offshoot of thatkwbe has dis-
covered special needs of the parents of thesemdtsidend has
arranged for the support and participation of sevgraduate stu-
dents from his former Positive Alternative prograirLa Mirada
High School. These former students have gainedsadimy skills
and credentials at Universtties. They and sometiaddil parents
are eager to help.

As well, Oscar will continue to develop projeabs i
volving present Positive Alternative students imritable
causes. For instance, over 100 students, (40 from E
Camino), will unite in the worthwhile Toys for Toths-
tribution endeavor on Dec. 12 and 19.

An example of the success of the work he has done,
Oscar cited one particular story. As it happens th
kitchen manager at EI Camino, Fabiola Vargas, wes o
of his former students - a college graduate frorheFu
ton. She cried in happiness when he came to thaokc
since he was the special mentor who brought herobut
her involvement in 1994-5 with gangs and drugs. A
miracle indeed.

Oscar’s plan includes providing 60 t-shirts witlspee-
cially designed logo for his new project. Kiwarem-
blem will be included. Cost will be $362.18. (Abgef
board meeting following the breakfast, a motiondm
nate this sum forthe shirts was carried.)

Kiwanis is pleased to offer continuing support tiois
special manwho is an example of total giving. Thank
you, Oscar.

www.lamiradakiwanis.org

Don't forget to log onto the Cal-Ne-Ha
District awardw inningwebsite of our Club.

Who Am |?

| sold and leased commercial real estate.
| have a home in Running Springs.
| loved my Kiwanis breakfasts.
Who Am I? Wayne Alvey, First President of La

Mirada Kiwanis
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The meeting began with the Pledge by PAT ROJA®)r. Ed gave $$$ for MARK ROYSTON who made an earlie
“God Bless America” led by MIKE WINTER and PAT retreat and for his own good time at the Hollywdtatade that
RUIZ, and an Invocation by LOU PILTZ. Following he said challenged the Rose and Macy’'s Paradegat=V.P.
breakfast buffet, President JERRY ROODZANT addebbie and Chairperson Amy many kudos for theirgdiu
cepted from DEBBIE SCHEIBEL a certificate of apprework on the planning committee. STEVE FORSTER date
ciation on behalf of the club from the City of LAage- bucks, early retreat bucks, Notre Dame bucks aclsbtor a
les for its volunteer hours at the Hollywood Chmiak totally busy Thanksgiving Holiday including MOW degry,
Parade on Sunday. In addition, Debbie presentéabekc cooking turkey, yard work, and an absence of T What new
for $1175.75, Kiwanis’' reward for helping to sellop house into which the family moved on Sunday. (Sygsnmay
grams at the event, and thanked the members ofriSwa have forgotten to move their cable contract totée digs.)

Key clubbers and Living Faith Church for their eber JOHN TOVAR was not as complimentary about the simow
representation. Big Bear that caused his family to be ‘snowed fof, missing

GENE GLEASON, tongue in cheek and rancor ibhe Hollywood parade duties, and for an accidemlining his
check, described the ‘exquisite’ cuisine servedatphe car and another. (OOPS!) GENE GLEASON immediately
Chamber Holiday Spirit breakfast on Tuesday atGbd# handed him his business card (attorney) with RIGHUTILLO
Club. He reported that, fortunately, the morningswafollowing suit (insurance agent). Both membersenémned for
saved by the excellent inspirational talk givenGlyam- advertising! ADRIENNE MEDRANO looks forward to the
ber President PAST OR JACK MIRANDA describing theShopping spree, was sad to miss the Holiday Xmaadeadue
value of capitalism tempered with generous andncgrito a 5:00-10:00 a.m. shopping frenzy on Black Bridanich
giving and sharing and by the Seasonal ‘communitg*s she admitted destroyed her feet. RUFFO ESPINOSA far
by the attendees. 2 par holes at goff (out of 18??)and 5 cents foCUELA.

Bucks were collected from the following members: PAT ROJAS gave for a project in D.C. to advocaie d&
SHERRY BRAKEBILL was grinning about the ‘greatproclamation that all religions be permittedtogiee freely in
job’ being done by Adrienne for the Shopping Spiee] the Middle East. SHERRY BRAKEBILL added bucks tan€o
for the SPLASH Synchronized Swimming Team’s recemratulate GENE and RICH for their generous offerslohn
win at competition. RON KNIGHT gave for missing theTovar in his time of need. (huh?) JERRY ROODZANpped
pancake breakfast recently, for reference to he'si by off the session by praising the Good Club Kiwarus its will-
Pat at the Chamber Holiday Spirit breakfast, fom&e ing and helpful hands.

Gleason’s business group’s Holiday Mixer and féara

tastic number of Kiwanian volunteers for the Firek®

Stand in July 2010! JERRY ROODZANT interjected an Announcements

alert for the upcoming DUCK RACE! LOU PILTZ reminded members about tMOW SPA-

GERALD PEEBLER praised Dr. Ed for his free ride GHETTI DINNER scheduled for January 29 at La Mirada
to the parade on Sunday - circuitous as it wash&ar High School. This year there will be a charge 05G#or the
was excellent, red carpet style, and hoped foistiteess  yse and maintenance of the kitchen - one moressigelur-

of the Shopping Spree. REED TAYLOR gave for a meet-ing this time of fiscal concerns. Lou repeated tieed for
ing missed, LOU PILTZ for the La Mirada Volunteer prizes and table mat ad purchases.

Center’s pantry. MIKE WINTER gave for the snow at

Lake Arrowhead, for Pastor Jack, the “Sermonat tiv/-

ing Faith in action, for the Shopping Spree andHuw .

daughter Emily’'s coming graduation. Soon to be ame Board meetingon Monday, December £15:30,

ber OSCAR DIAZ gave for the start of the Whittier Holiday Inn Select!

Christian High School Key Club and for the over 100

young students who will participate in the Toys Tats

campaign (under his tutelage) on Dec. 12 & 19. : T W : 1on
PASTOR JACK MIRANDA owned up to owing President Jerry's "Who Said?

$5.00 for some wager or other regarding USC, UCLA

and WASHINGTON ‘HIGH SCHOOL’ and invited all

members to enjoy the celebration of Living Faith@

“This is a men’s club. | come here every weelhtwe
breakfast with the boys. Women? Over my dead Yddg
Anniversary at the La Mirada Golf Course at 6:00p. also said, “Spbe would make a good member-let’shaskio
this Sunday. PAT RUIZ offered $$ for everything join the club!

‘Kiwanis’ everywhere. Thanks

JIM McGIRR gave for his grandson’s baseball prow- . , .

ess in Las Vegas. To PAT RUIZ for this week’s Chronicles



Pat gives a
“thumbs up”
signal for
another suc-
cessful
Mixer.

The 4th of July is a Holiday, why not hold the

Holiday Mixer then, it's a lot warmer... ,

This is the spiciest food I've Yes, there’s a lot of noise in the

had all night, bar none. background, but Art is preparinga  art, it sounds like this is something

speech for something or other. you just made up.

Adrienne & Tony pose for a
photo-op.

Global Warming is just
a myth.

Just think, only three There has to be some Mexican

months more to softball food here someplace.
season.

Gleason’s Holiday
Mixer 2009
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Directors DR. JERRY ROODZANT
TED CEAUSU Publicity
PETER CHOW LOU PILTZ
RUFFO ESPINOSA Ways & Means
ART LESLIE REED TAYLOR
RICH POWERS Youth Services
PAT RUIZ RICH TRUJILLO
DAVE TAYLOR Sunshine
Committee Chairs RUFFO ESPINOSA
Kiwanis Education & Scholarship
Bulletin LOU PILTZ
Spiritual Aims

MARK ROYSTON
Greater Years

House & Reception.
SHERRY BRAKEBILL

Dr. MIKE WINTER

JOHN TOVAR
Fire Truck Chief

Interclub's

TED CEAUSU RE.ED TAY!'OR
Major Emphasis Archives Chairman
PETER CHOW REED TAYLOR

Sponsored Youth

President
Dr. JERRY ROODZAN
President Elect
STEVE FORSTER
Treasurer
SHERRY BRAKEBILL
Secretary
AMY SCHEIBEL
Immed. Past Pres.
DEBBIE SCHEIBEL
Lt. Gov. Div. 30
GEORGE HALLAK
Lt. Govemor Elect
DEBBIE SCHEIBEL
Key Club President
Patricia Yoo

The Objects of Kiwanis

International
To give primacy to the human and spiritual,
ratherthan tothe material values of life
To encourage the daily living of the Golden
Rule in all human relationships.
To promote the adoption and the applicatior
of higher social, business, and professionz
standards.
To develop, by precept and example, a mor
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citi
zenship.
To provide through Kiwanis Clubs, a practi
cal means to form enduring friendships, to
render alruistic service, and to build better
communities.
To co-operate in creating and maintaining
that sound public opinion and high idealism
which makes possible the increase of right
eousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill.

The La Mirada Kiwanis Club is the home club of the following Past Lt.-Governors : Dr. ED NORMAN, CARY MAYER and HARLAN
COMEE and at one time was the home club of: HAL BENVENISTE, IRWIN KAISER, FRANK MCCQY, and GEORGE HARRISON, al
Past Lt. Governors of. Div. 30. Itis the home club of Lt. Gov. Elect DEBBIE SCHEIBEL

Legend:

Board Meeting O

Announcements

December 10-Bingo at Imperial
December 17-Bingo at Mirada Hills
January 29— Meals-On-Wheel Dinner

Today'’s Date 4@
Ev ening Meeting <>
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Birthdays: December 2-Dr. RUTH PEREDecember 10-

ADRIENNE MEDRANO, December 17-JOHN TOVAR, DecemBér
-JIM MCGIRR

Visitors: Oscar Diaz

50/50 Drawingwas won by Pastor JACK MKIRANDA and do-
nated to Oscar Diaz’ T-Shirt Fund

Calendar-Regular Meetings
Every Wednesday Morning
7:15 AM Gateway Holiday Inn
Monthly Evening Meeting-First Thursday

Volunteer Center Suite 4 (11900 La Mirada Bivd.)

7:00 PM




